
 
 

Biodiversity & Circular Economy 

Set on three hundred acres of gardens, golf course and lakes, the Slieve 
Russell Hotel has provided a warm and friendly welcome to our guests 
since 1990.  Our golf course is home to much wildlife including Buzzards, 
Red Squirrels, Woodpeckers, Rabbits, Hares, Canadian Geese and with 
the addition of our Bug Hotel, Butterfly Garden, Bat & Starling boxes we 
are very proud to be assisting with the conservation of essential wildlife.  

Visitors to the hotel enjoy our walkways, Fairy Trail, gardens and many 
activities including the Ciúin Spa and Wellness Centre which was the first 
GAIA Spa on the island of Ireland.  GAIA is the ancient goddess of nature 
“Mother Earth” and Mother Gaia is a healing Goddess.  All spa 
disposable items such as cotton pads and spatulas have been replaced 
with washable sustainable products. 

Our green-keeping team contribute to biodiversity by embracing “wilding” 
in certain areas of the golf course and walkways. This is done to 
encourage insects and other wildlife and to provide a pleasant place for 
people to relax in the great outdoors.  

We have installed a number of Bug Hotels, a Hedgehog House, Bat 
Boxes and Starling Boxes in our efforts to be kinder to nature. We also 
have Owl Boxes planned for installation soon. All of these items were 
created by repurposing wood, slate, stone and tiles.  

We planted a Butterfly Garden, a tranquil place to sit, relish nature and 
savour the outdoors. Butterflies are an essential part of our biodiversity. 
They are indicators of a healthy environment; they provide ecosystem 
services like pollination and pest control and they form an important part of 
the food chain, supporting birds, bats, and other insectivorous animals. 

Over the years we have very much adopted the attitude of sharing, reusing, 
repairing, refurbishing and recycling existing materials and products and 
keeping them in action for as long as possible. Some examples of this are 
as follows: 

  



 
 

 

 

 We repurposed old metal lockers and created herb planters from 
these.  

 We used the wood from pallets to create more planters.  

 We frequently run swap shops among our team whereby they can 
bring in and take, household items, clothing and gift items free of 
charge. Our next swap shop will offer Back to School items to help 
with the financial hardship many face during this time.  

 We have a Book Swap in place for our Staff.  

 We refurbished and remodelled our bedroom furniture during our 
refurbishment programme of 2023. 

 We reframed prints rather than buy new.  

 We passed on curtains, fabrics, bedding, electrics to our team 
members who could give them a new home.  

 

A number of the team attended a “Climate Action Training” programme 
over a six-week period. During this time, we had onsite visits from an 
Ecologist who helped us embrace our beautiful resort and what it has to 
offer. We hugged our big tree and calculated its age, tested the water 
quality on our lake and met with lots of aquatic insects. We planted two 
native Irish trees to mark the completion of this programme and National 
Tree Planting week.  

We installed and planted our polytunnel this year. This now supplies 
Chives, Dill, Mint, Basil, Oregano, Thyme, Rosemary, Parsley, Coriander, 
Micro salads and edible flowers to our kitchen and bar.   

 


